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President of KASMA Peter K. Lim

It is my great pleasure to welcome distinguished guests
and members as we gather to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the Korean American Senior Mutual
Association.

Thirty years ago, in May 1996, a group of seniors in
our community recognized the need for an organization
where members could support one another and prepare
for their own funeral expenses through mutual aid.
With this shared vision, our founding president, Mr.
Hyung Bin Im, along with other dedicated seniors,
joined efforts to establish this association.

Since then, thanks to the devoted leadership of our
former presidents, chairpersons, board members, and
the continued commitment of all our members, the
association has achieved remarkable growth. I would
like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who
has contributed to reaching this meaningful 30th
anniversary milestone.

Founded on the spirit of mutual assistance, our
association has not only supported our own Korean
community but has also extended help to neighbors
from diverse backgrounds. Over the years, it has grown
steadily and proudly established itself as a model
organization within the Korean-American community.

Over the past three decades, our members have come
together to provide approximately $60 million in
funeral assistance to the families of more than 5,000
deceased members. I extend my heartfelt appreciation
to all our members for their compassion and
generosity, and I wish you continued health and peace.

Ten years ago, we published a 20-year history of the
association. Now, we have compiled a brief account of
the past 30 years and published it in booklet form. I
kindly ask that you take the time to read it and continue
to support and encourage our association.

Very truly yours
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President of KAAGNY Myung Seok Lee

It is a great honor to be invited to deliver
congratulatory remarks on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of the Korean American Senior Mutual
Association. I extend my sincere congratulations on its
remarkable growth and am grateful for the opportunity
to be here with all of you today.

In the early years of the association, my parents
became members, which allowed me to closely
observe its development. Several years ago, when my
parents passed away, | was able to carry out their
funeral services with the generous condolence
contributions collected by approximately 6,000
members of the association at that time. As I stand
before you again today, I would like to express both
my heartfelt gratitude and my warm greetings to all of
you.

As President of the New York Korean American
Association, I would like to take this opportunity to
reaffirm my commitment to working together with
various Korean-American organizations, including this
association, to strengthen our community and elevate
its standing through active engagement and exchange
with other communities.

In particular, the Association has, over the past 30
years, made its utmost efforts to improve funeral
practices, striving to provide our parents with the most
reverent and dignified services at affordable costs. As
such, our Korean Association is committed to
maintaining strong support and a close cooperative
partnership with the organization.

Looking ahead, I have great expectations for the
continued growth and long-term future of the
association as it moves toward its centennial. Once
again, | extend my sincere congratulations to the
officers and members of the association.

I wish you all good health and peace in your homes.
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Consulate General of the Republic of Korea in NY Kim Sang-ho

Congratulations on the 30th Anniversary of the Korean
American Senior Mutual Association.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
President, the Chairperson of the Board, all board
members, and staff for their dedication and service
over the past 30 years. I also extend my deepest respect
to all senior members of the Association.

When I assumed my duties as the Consul General of
the Republic of Korea in New York on May 11, I made
three promises to our Korean community:
“communication” by listening closely to the voices of
our community, “unity” by bringing our hearts
together, and “challenge” by protecting and advancing
the rights and interests of our fellow Koreans abroad. I
believe the 30-year history of the Association embodies
all three of these values.

The Association has served as a vital center of
communication, embracing and supporting the
concerns of senior Korean Americans before anyone
else. Moreover, the spirit of mutual assistance fostered
by the Association sharing both sorrow and joy
together stands as a model of unity within our
community. Finally, the Association’s history of
safeguarding the welfare and dignity of our seniors
while pioneering a better life in a foreign land
represents a truly remarkable commitment and
challenge.

Because of the deep roots that the Association has
established over the past 30 years, the future of the
Korean community in New York remains strong and
promising.

Once again, congratulations on your 30th anniversary,
and I wish all those in attendance and their families
continued health, happiness, and peace.

Thank you.
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Founding President Hyungbin Im

Ten years ago, when I was 90 years old, I wrote the
opening remarks for the 20th anniversary celebration
of the as follows:

“Time flows like water, and before we knew it, 20
years have passed since the founding of our
association. As we celebrate this 20th anniversary, I am
filled with deep emotion.”

Another ten years have now passed. At the age of 100,
I find myself once again writing a congratulatory
message for the 30th anniversary. I can only give
thanks to God for granting me such health and
longevity.

Among all the things I have done in my life, the one |
consider my greatest accomplishment nd the one I
speak of with the deepest pride is founding this mutual
aid society in 1996. To see it grow into such a
respected and exemplary organization within our
community fills my heart with immense satisfaction.

The spirit of mutual support among our fellow Koreans
coming together to help the families of members who
have passed away, collecting condolence funds so they
may conduct proper funerals and send their loved ones
off with dignity is a beautiful tradition unique to our
people, one that few other communities can rival.

As member number one, | have lived long enough to
witness over 5,000 fellow members pass before me
over the past 30 years. While my heart feels a deep
sense of sorrow for those who have departed, I also
feel a profound sense of fulfillment knowing that I was
able to help their families in their time of need.

We congratulate the 30th anniversary of the
Association united by such love and fellowship, and
sincerely hope for your continued support and
encouragement as it looks ahead to the next hundred
years.

I wish you all good health and peace in your homes.
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Member of Conaress, Grace Meng

VEMN

Korean American Senior Mutual Association
35-06 Leavitt Street 1 FL, #CF-F
Flushing, New York 11354

Dear Korean American Senior Mutual Association:

I am delighted to extend my heartfelt greetings to all gathered at the Korean

American Senior Mutual Association 207 Anniversary Commemoration,
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Senator Toby Ann Stavisky

The Korean American Senior Mutual Association, Inc. New York
35-06 Leavitt Street, 1* Floor,, #CF-F
Flushing. New York 11354

Dear Friends:
Tam delighted to congratulate you on the occasion of your Twentieth Anniversary cele-
bration.
R UUIHEY 20Un
<«
@

Member of Assembly, Ron Kim

Dear Chairman:

It is with great pleasure that I extend my warmest greetings and
congratulations on the occasion of the Korean American Senior
Mutual Association (KASMA)’s 20th Anniversary Commemoration,
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
OF
KOREAN AMERICAN FUNERAL SUPPORT ASSOCIATION, INC.
Under Section 202 of the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law

FIRST: The name of the corporation is:
KOREAN AMERICAN FUNERAL SUPPORT ASSOCIATION, INC.

SECOND: The corporation is a corporation as defined in subpsragraph (5) of paragraph (a) of
Section 102 of the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law.

THIRD: The purpose for which the corporation is formed is any purposc for which corporations
may be organized under the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law as a charitable corporation.

FOURTH: The corporation is not formed to engage in any activity or for any purpose requiring
consent or approval of any state official, departinent, board, agency or other body. No consent or
approval is required.

FIFTH: The corporation is & charitable corporetion under Section 201 of the Neot-for-Profit
Corporation Law.
SINTH: The office of the corporation is to be located in the County of Queens, State of New York.
SEVENTH: The names and addresses of the initial directors of the corporation are:
PETER K. LIM, 137-47 45TH AVENUE, #12-N, FLUSHING, NY 11355
SUNG K. KIM, 43-39 39TH PLACE, #30, SUNNYSIDE, NY 11104
DO HAENG HEOQ, 222-12 415T AVENUE, BAVSIDE, NY 11361

EIGHTH: The Secretary of State is designated as agent of the corporation upon whoem process
against the corporation may be served, The post office address to which the Secretary of State shall
mail a copy of any process against the corporation served upon the Secretary of State by personal
delivery is:

HKOREAN AMERICAN FUNERAL SUPPORT ASSOCIATION, INC.
35-06 LEAVITT STREET
FLUSHING, NY 11354

NINTH: The following language relates to the corporation’s tax exempt states and is not a
staternent of purposes and powers. Consequently, this language does not expand or alter the
carporation’s purposes or powers set forth in paragraph THIRD.

MNotwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the Corporation shall not carry on any other
activities not permitted to be carried on (&) by a charitable organization exempt from Federal
incame tax under section 501 ()(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 {or the comesponding
provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law) or (b) by a charitable organization
contributions to which are deductible under section 170 { & (2} of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 (or corresponding provision of any fisture United States Internal Revenue law),

Said corporation is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, andfor scientific
purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations thar qualify as
exempt organizations under section 501 (€)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding
section of any future federal tax code.

Mo part of the net eamings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of any member, trustee,
director, oificer of the corperation, or any private individual (except that reasonable compensation
may be paid for services rendered to or for the corporation), and no member, trustee, officer of the
corporation or any private individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the
corporate assets an dissolution of the corporation.

Mo part of the activities of the corporation shall be carrying on o otherwi pting
ta influence legislation [except as otherwise provided by IRC section 501 {h)] or participating in,
or intervening in (including the publication or distzibution of statements), any political campaign
an behalf of any candidates for public office.

Upon the di ion of the or ion, assets shall be distributed for one or mors exempt
‘purposes within the meaning of section 501 (c){3) of the Internal Revenne Code, or corresponding
section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or 1o &
slate or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed
of subject to an order of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Mew York of the county in
which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to
such o ization or o izations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and
aperated exclusively for such purposes.

faf Peter K. Lim

Peter K. Lim, Incarporator
137-47 45th Avenue, #12-N
_ Flushing, NY 11355

fs/ Sung K. Kim
Sung K. Kim, Incorporator

43-39 30th Place, #30
Sunmyside, NY 11104

{s/ Do Hacne Heo

Do Haeng Heo, Incorparator
223-12 41st Avenue
Bayside, NY 11361
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The Korean American Senior Mutual Association in American History
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Fiorello Henry La Guardia was an American lawyer and politician. In 1930, while serving as a judge, La
Guardia became widely known for a remarkable act of compassion and justice. An elderly man had been
charged with stealing a loaf of bread from a store. Judge La Guardia sentenced the man to pay a fine of ten
dollars for theft, but at the same time he declared that society itself shared responsibility for allowing an old
man to go hungry without assistance. He therefore fined himself ten dollars and imposed a fifty-cent fine on
each person in the courtroom for living in a city that neglected its poor. Excluding his own ten-dollar payment,
all the money collected was given to the elderly man. Through this act, La Guardia demonstrated deep concern
for the problems faced by the elderly and the poor.

La Guardia served three terms as Mayor of New York City from 1934 to 1945 and passed away in 1947. He
earned a reputation as an outstanding public servant and judge who supported the poor and delivered fair and
compassionate judgments. In honor of his legacy, LaGuardia Airport was later named after him.

To commemorate Mayor La Guardia’s achievements, a memorial committee established LaGuardia Place in
southern Manhattan in 1992 and promoted the construction of a statue in his honor. At that time, Mr. Jin Heung
Lee, who lived near the park, participated as a sponsor and advisor for both the park project and the statue
construction. In 1994, the statue was finally unveiled. Ruth Messinger, then Manhattan Borough President,
proclaimed the unveiling day as “Jin Heung Lee Day” in recognition of his efforts in supporting the statue
project. Mr. Lee, who had long been interested in issues affecting senior citizens, learned around that time that
a Korean American Senior Mutual Association was being established. Expressing his desire to devote himself
to helping Korean elderly residents, he joined the Association as a board member and made significant
contributions to its development. During his service, he dedicated himself to caring for the park tirelessly, and
his volunteer activities received extensive coverage in both American and Korean newspapers. Albert
McGrath, representative of LaGuardia Park, later attempted to locate Mr. Lee after discovering records of his
contributions, but by then Mr. Lee had already moved to Houston. In November of that year, Mr. McGrath
invited Chairman Hyung Bin Lim of the Association to the
park and presented a certificate of appreciation on behalf of
Mr. Lee, expressing deep gratitude for the volunteer service . _ ; ok
of the Korean community. The certificate was subsequently L t Friends of LaGuardia Flace R
delivered to Mr. Lee. A s — wg,,‘ti

The term “Melting Pot” refers to a crucible and is commonly
used to describe American society, where people of many
different races and ethnic backgrounds live together. Because
various cultures and nationalities coexist and blend together
like metals in a melting pot, the United States is often viewed
as a nation that creates strength and new cultural traditions
through diversity. This idea also reflects a social and political
theory emphasizing cultural integration.

The Association has already become deeply integrated into
the American melting pot and continues to play an important
role in the development of the local community. In order to
strengthen political influence within the United States, the
Association has actively encouraged all of its members to
participate in voting campaigns, receiving enthusiastic
support from the community.
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Former board member Jin Heung Lee standing in front of the statue. On the back of the statue’s cornerstone, the
name “Johnney Jin Lee,” his English name, is clearly engraved.
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Our Vision for the Next 100 Years

-In our commitment to honoring the final journey with dignity and reverence -

The phrase “from the cradle to the grave” was first introduced in the 1942 Beveridge Report in the United
Kingdom, symbolizing a nation’s responsibility to provide welfare and support for its citizens from birth to death.
While this phrase later became a slogan for ideal social welfare policies, our association has adopted it as a
guiding message to express our dedication to ensuring that each member’s final journey is solemn, respectful, and
sacred.

For our senior members, we strive to bring peace of mind and help them approach the end of life with dignity.
Many parents in our community, despite not having abundant means, prepare for their own funeral expenses as a
final act of love for their children. Understanding these heartfelt intentions, our association has remained steadfast
in its spirit of service for more than 30 years.

Funerals are often costly, yet we have continued working to provide the most dignified and reverent services at
affordable prices. Through these continued efforts, several churches and two Korean funeral homes have made the
difficult but meaningful decision to partner with us by offering funeral service spaces. This marks an important
step forward in improving and transforming the funeral culture within our Korean-American community.
with the support of the Korean American Association of Greater New York and the encouragement of our
community, the association will continue walking the path of unity, service, and compassion serving our members
and the wider community “from the cradle to the grave.”

Earlier this year 2026, we also established the Korean American Funeral Support Association(KAFSA), a
nonprofit organization registered under New York State, taking our first step toward building a dedicated
community center. This center will be open as a gathering place and cultural hub for our community. It will host
various events and, at the same time, serve as a sacred and affordable funeral space for all.
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First Funeral Home
firstfuneralhome@gmail.com

(516) 305-4714 Fax (516) 269-6950
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The Korean Veterans Association Department of the Korean Veterans
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Law Office of Caniel C. Bae, LLC

600 Sylvan Avenue Suite 400, Englewooe Cliffs, NJ 07632
abae@dcb-legal.com (201) 646-1333
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The Korean American Association of Greater New York
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visit us at www.hanyangmart.com
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FLUSHING RIDGEFIELD
150-51 Northern Blvd. Flushing, NY 11354 1 Remsen Place, Ridgefield, NJ 07657
Tel. 718-461-1911 Tel. 201-943-7400

Ha Young Florist

Howard Choi
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(917) 285-2772
158-03 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 11358
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35-24 Union St.

Flushing, NY 11354

(718) 662-6611

e-mail: flocks3927@gmail.com
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KimMinHo Funeral Home, Inc.

64 Ashford Ave., 1601 Palisade Ave.,
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 Fort Lee,NJ 07024

N.Y.Lic No. 10145 N.J.Lic No. 5326

Tel. 516.488.4763 Fax.845.634.1719
email. Kimfh2024@gmail.com / www.Kimminhofh.com

JIERE 1UA BX| &SI EHE & ZWA|ME MHIA 55

Z10|S L1X oF2

20l 2% oF]

* Mg BZiChst &ef| x| =eta) E¢

o SEo T3 HME ElE CE'.%I

* NYSNCC Z3|x|=stat &

* 2023 A ‘D|AE] MARRY s+7|g+ X|A}-
S20||M IR0 2 DA|= I E i} XIH

o TSI B2 X B 2@

GBI 347-256-6976




| The Bank

' of Princeton
Bank Wisely.

Proud Supporter
of

Korean-American
Senior Mutual

Conveniently Located Throughout
The Tri-State Metro Area -

www.thebankofprinceton.com | 718.943.9100
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